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Iran-contra probe gets in way of -

By Peter Osterlund
Staft writer of The Christian Science Monitor

Q Senate confirmation”of -Robert-M7 _
$Gatesas the next director of the Central

lligence Agency would, under normal
circumstances, be fairly routine. But
these are not normal circumstances.

Mr. Gates was cross-examined yester-
day by members of the Senate Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence about his role in the
covert sale of American weapons to Iran
and the diversion of profits from those
sales to the Iranian contras, as well as the
involvment of former CIA Director Wil-
liam Casey and other agency officials.

Gates continued to play down the role
of the CIA in the affair, as he had in

earlier closed testimony before the com-

mittee. But Sen. David Boren (D) of Okla-
homa, chairman of the committee, said

that the panel would not
act on the nomination until
after Feb. 26, when a three-
man commission chaired by
former Republican US Sen,
John Tower of Texas is
scheduled to report on'its
examination of the oper-
ations of the National Secu-
rity Council (NSC). Further
hearings might be called
‘‘as necessary,”’ Senator
Boren said.
Gates has solid creden-
tials. He has held a variety
of positions in the agency
and with the NSC, and was most recently
the No. 2manintheCIAunderM1:Casey.
But some senators have wondered if
they can confirm someone who is one of
the subjects of an ongoing investigation.
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Robert M. Gates

quick OK for new CIA chief

j= - Since his nomination by
President Reagan earlier
this month, Gates has met
with groups of senators and
stressed, among other
things, the need for close
congressional oversight of
covert activites.

The effort apparently
paid off: He received a
friendly reception from
panel members of both par-
ties. Sen. Lloyd Bentsen (D)
of Texas echoed remarks of
his colleagues when he
lauded Gates as a profes-
sional “of the highest order” who under-
stood the “division of power and the
checks and balances we have.”

But the senators were also looking for

' formal assurances that Gates would keep

the House and Senate intelligence commit-
tees, or at the very least a selected group
of key congressional figures, fully ap-
prised of the agency’s covert actions. In
1984 Casey signed an agreement to keep
the committees informed of all covert ac-
tivities. This pledge was broken in the
case of Iranian arms affair after Presi-
dent Reagan ordered him to keep the deal-
ings secret. Gates pledged to abide by the
terms of the agreement and said he “prob-
ably would have recommended against” -
the presidential order. o

A key question was whether Gates
would pledge to resign if President Rea-
gan ordered him to conceal anything from
Congress. In the event that a breach of
trust between the executive and legisla-
tive branches developed, he said, he
would “strongly contemplate resigna-
tion.”




